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1 Comprehensive Mission Statement

The Mission of the Mississippi State Board of Optometry is to appropriately license and renew
licensesof Optometristsinthe Stateand toregulate the practice of Optometry by concentratingon
enforcingthePractice Actandthe Rulesand Regulationstoprotectthe citizens of Mississippi.

2 Philosophy

TheMississippi StateBoard of Optometryiscommitted tothecontinued safeguardingof the
practice of Optometry in the State of Mississippi. The Mississippi State Board is charged with
ensuring that the licensed optometrists maintain high standards of professionalism andquality
ofcaretosafeguardpublichealth.

3 Relevant Statewide Goals and Benchmarks

Statewide Goal #1: To protect Mississippians from risks to public health and to provide them with the health-
related information and access to quality healthcare necessary to increase the length and quality of their
lives.

To meet this goal, the Board will ensurethatthelicensed optometrists maintain highstandards
of professionalism andqualityofcaretosafeguardpublichealth.

Relevant Benchmarks #1.:
* Numberoflicensedoptometristsinthe State.
* NumberofcomplaintssenttotheBoardregardingoptometrists.

4. Overview of the Agency 5-Year Strategic Plan:

The Mississippi State Board of Optometry will continue to ensure the integrity of optometrists
withsustainedoversightandregulation. TheBoardwillissuelicensesafter ensuringthat the
applicantis in good standing in otherjurisdictions. Itwill continue to researchthemostproficient
approachtoachievethis.

Applicants forlicensure inthe Statearerequired to passanexamination. TheBoard will continue
toresearchthe most effective and efficient method toofferthisexam. It is currently offered twice
a year, the second Saturday of January and July per Section 73-19-19.

TheBoardwillcontinuetoinvestigatecomplaintsbroughtagainstoptometristsfullyand
completely and take disciplinary action as needed to maintain the integrity of the profession
andtosafeguardpublichealth. The procedure for these investigations are implemented
according to Section 73-19-33.
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. Agency's External/Internal Assessment

Thenumberofoptometristsseekinglicensuremayincreaseordecrease.
Thenumberofoptometristscurrentlylicensedmaydecrease.
Thenumber ofcomplaints orfines may increase, affectingthetimeneeded to
investigate these complaints.

o Theremaybechangesinthescopeofpractice oreducationrequirements.

The Mississippi State Board of Optometry is made up of five licensed Optometrists
representing each congressional district, one serving as President, one as Secretary, and three
members. The board meets a minimum of four times each year to conduct necessary business.
The Board may call additional meetings at such times and places as the Board shall determine,
said meeting shall not exceed 10 meeting days annually, pursuant to 73-10-9. Board members
work to correct any problems or deficiencies thatimpairorprohibitthemfrom performingthe
dutiesentrustedtothemby the Governor,theirpeersandthecitizensofthe stateof Mississippi.

The Board also has aweb site to provide the public with easy access to copies of the Rulesand
Regulations, complaintforms, applications forlicensure, alistofthe names and phone numbers
ofthecurrentmembersonthe Board,and asearchable database for Optometric License

verification. The State Board of Optometry now offers license renewal on-line.

The Mississippi State Board of Optometry has alegal service contract withthe Attorney General's
Officeandemploys Beverly Limbaugh, Executive Director.

6. Agency Goals, Objectives, Strategies and Measures by Program for FY 2021
through FY 2025:

FY 2021-2025

Program 1: Licensure and Registration

GOAL A: § 73-19-9. Officers and members of board shall make such rules and regulations
as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter; provided, however, that

it shall require the concurrence of a majority of the members of the board to grant or
revoke a license.

OBJECTIVE A.1: Effectively license and regulate the optometrists in the State of
Mississippiforadherencetothelawsandregulations.

Outcome: Reduced complaints (New)
Outcome: Reduced number of fines (New)
STRATEGYA.1.1:Givewrittenexamtonewapplicants

Output: Number of exams administered



Efficiency: Cost per applicantto compile and giveexam (New)

STRATEGY A.1.2: License new applicants adheringthelawsand regulations.

Output:Number of licenses
Output:Numberofapplicants reviewed
Efficiency: Number of applications approved (percentage)



